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r Engineering Harmony with the Environment

I graduated from the Department of Civil Engineer-
ing, the first recipient of a Monbusho (Japan Ministry of
Education, Science and Technology) scholarship as a de-
gree-granting component of the 10-year Core University
Program on Infrastructure and the Environment. This
program is supported by the Japan Society for the Pro-
motion of Science (JSPS) with TokyoTech as Core Uni-
versity on the Japan side. Coming to Tokyo in 1999 from
the Philippines, I was first a Research Student for six
months and then allowed to enter the 3-year Doctoral
Program, specializing in remote sensing of coastal envi-
ronments. After graduating, I directly proceeded on a
Postdoctoral Fellowship Grant from the JSPS from 2003-
2005 with TokyoTech still as the host institution.

When I was a graduate student, I often have difficul-
ties explaining my academic “identity”. As I interact
with students and faculty of the Department, there is a
persistent urge to clarify that I conduct my research on
a rather unconventional field by engineering expecta-
tions: coastal ecology and environment. On the other
hand, encounters with hardcore scientists, like marine
biologists often lead me to explaining my background in
engineering. This confusion or in another standpoint, a
justification, seem unnatural at first. Eventually, I got
used to doing impromptu orientations of this sort, real-
izing that it is actually helpful to elevate people’s aware-
ness and increase understanding of the interaction be-
tween engineering practice and social, economic and

environmental issues.

The importance of giving attention to the influence of
human modification of the environment, including infra-
structure, construction, transportation and other tradi-
tional realms of civil engineering, cannot be overempha-
sized if we are determined to achieve sustainable
development. This strong desire to attain harmony be-
tween us people and the world where we live in is evi-

dently reflected on the Department’s demonstrated

T4 ERET 4 )< UK HIGE
Enrico C. Paringit

leadership in pursuing research cooperation programs
that aims to progress the integration of environmental
considerations in civil engineering. Therefore, my per-
sonal exposure to Department’s initiatives which has
leaning emphasis on the use of engineering tools to ad-
dress environmental problems is a rewarding experi-

ence I truly treasure.

I am proud to have been intellectually nourished in a
very active laboratory, under the tutelage of highly-mo-
tivated research adviser, and the support of its encour-
aging faculty and staff. Coupled with a conducive re-
search atmosphere and adequate facilities, TokyoTech
makes a fine place for insightful discovery and critical
thinking. All of these fine qualities I believe, did not hap-
pen by accident, it is a product of 40 years of hard work
and dedication of leaders in the field.

I wish more success for the Department of Civil Engi-
neering in its anniversary, as it faces broader and more

exciting challenges ahead.
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rOn the occasion of Tokyo Institute of Technology,

Department of Civil Engineering’s 40" Year.

I graduated M. Eng. from the Department of Civil
Engineering in 2000, graduated D. Eng. from the Depart-
ment of International Development Engineering in 2003.
I have learned a lot of many things when I was a gradu-
ate student here. Of course, I have learned an advanced
technology in civil engineering. In addition to academic
point of view, I have learned good Japan culture. I think

all T have learned here made me have a board perspec-

Kasetsart University : H124E48, HI154E 4
Wanchai Yodsudjai

tive as well as high skills to continue my work in Thai-
land.

I am also proud to have been in a very nice atmo-
sphere here. There is not only a conducive research at-
mosphere but also a friendly atmosphere. Department
and Laboratory members have always been friendly to-
wards me, and I value the friendship I have received
here above anything else.
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